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Blyth u3a
Trustee Induction
Purpose 
All committee members including those who are co-opted or invited to join are automatically trustees. However, new trustees are often unaware of this, and it is vitally important that they understand their role and responsibilities from the beginning.
THE ROLE OF A TRUSTEE 
A trustee is responsible for the general control and management of Blyth U3A and must carry out his/her duties within the context of the constitution. 
A trustee must: 
• Act in the interests of the Blyth u3a. 
• Ensure that Blyth u3a operates in a manner that is consistent with its charitable objects and purposes. 
• Act with care and diligence and in accordance with all legal requirements. 

The new/ prospective trustee should familiarise themselves with;

• Guidance documents issued by the Charity Commission for u3a’s in England and Wales (The Essential Trustee- what you need to know, what you need to do)
• The Blyth U3A constitution
• Principles of the U3A Movement 

The new trustee should be provided with copies of or links to;

• Minutes of previous committee meetings
• A list of all existing interest groups and group convenors. 
• Key policy documents – trustee code of conduct, disciplinary code. 
• Latest annual report and accounts.
• Dates of future committee meetings

The trustee should be given, as soon as practicable, a familiarisation and induction session to the Beacon database. 
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